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Winter Reading! 
KEEP READING OVER WINTER BREAK... 

Just like summer vacation, our two week winter break is a 

perfect time to explore new interests, play outside, and con-

nect with family and friends. It is also a great time to snug-

gle up with a book or two (or three, or four, or five…). Keep 

reading (ha!) for some of Mrs. Jopeck’s suggestions for 

reading over the break.  Be sure to let us know what you 

loved when you return to school in January. 

DON’T FORGET THE PUBLIC LIBRARY! 

Arlington Public Library may be reducing the number of  

programs over our break, but they are still open for check-

out.  Visit https://library.arlingtonva.us/ to check the hours 

for  your local branch.  
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“A snow day literally and figuratively falls from the sky, unbidden, and 
seems like a thing of wonder.”   — Susan Orlean 

A longer break is a good time to try a “classic” read.  Try 

working it into  your bedtime routine or on a longer car, 

train, or metro ride.  

Consider 

The Tale of Despereaux by Kate DiCamillo 

A Season of Gifts by Richard Peck 

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred D. Taylor 

The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis 

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl 

My Side of the Mountain by Jean Craighead George 

Mr. Popper’s Penguins by Richard & Florence Atwater 

Pippi Longstocking by Astrid Lindgren 

Owl Moon by Jane Yolen (PB) 

 

NEW BOOKS  WE LOVE! 

TRY A CLASSIC... 

The Hippo at the End of the 

Hall by Helen Cooper 

Very Rich by Polly Horvath 

Fry Bread by Kevin N. 

Maillard (PB) 

Saturday by Oge Mora (PB) 

The Proudest Blue by Ibti-

haj Muhammad (PB) 

 

The Shortest Day by  Susan 

Cooper 

The Dog Who Lost His Bark 

by P.J. Lynch 

AstroNuts Mission One by 

Jon Sciesczka 

The Boring Book by  Shin-

suke Yoshitake (PB) 

PB = picture book 

BENEFITS & DRAWBACKS OF 
CLASSICS 

We all have a favorite book from 

our own childhood. Mrs. Jopeck’s 

is From the Mixed-Up Files of 

Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler by E.L. 

Konigsburg.  

Books written many years ago 

tend to have greater use of fig-

urative language and require 

longer attention spans to stay 

with a story’s narrative arc. 

Books written many years ago 

can also suffer from outdated 

tropes and stereotypes. When 

discussing older books to read 

with your children, it is im-

portant to let them find their own 

contemporary favorite story. 

Books written over the last 5-10  

years share with readers a much 

wider set of story experiences 

and feature characters from every 

kind of background.  They truly 

are more reflective of the world 

in which we live. 
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DON’T FORGET ABOUT NONFICTION! 

Our students at MPSA are amazing researchers! They love to dive into solid informa-

tional texts.  Over our break, it might be a  good time to stretch into some expository 

literature or narrative nonfiction. Both read more like a picture book or novel, yet 

provide factual information. A few suggested titles are below to whet your reader’s 

appetite. 

Wait, Rest, Pause: Dormancy in Nature by Marcie Flinchum Atkins  

The First Dinosaur by Ian Lendler 

The Woolly Monkey Mysteries by Sandra Markle 

Karl’s New Beak: How 3-D Printing Builds a Bird a Better Life by Lela Nargi 

The Forest in the Trees by Connie McLennan 

We are Grateful: Otsaliheliga by Traci Sorell 

Two Brothers, Four Hands by Jan Greenberg & Sandra Jordan 
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Never trust anyone who has not brought a 

book with them. 

   — Lemony Snicket 



DISCLAIMER 

The views in the newsletter ex-

press the personal views of the 

library staff and not Arlington 

Public Schools. Parents and care-

givers should be active partners in 

their children’s reading lives. 

JANUARY NEWS 

 Books checked out over Winter Break 

are due back on your child’s regular 

library day. They do NOT all need to 

come in on Monday, January 6th.  

Thank you.  

 When we return from Winter Break, 

we will resume circulation of PlayA-

ways (audiobooks). These are perfect 

for listening to literature while in 

transit or as one is winding down for 

the day.  

Happy Reading! 

Mrs. Jopeck 


